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April 2, 1996
UM PRESIDENT JOINS REGENTS IN OPPOSING CA30
MISSOULA University of Montana President George Dennison has joined the state Board of Regents in
opposition to a proposed constitutional amendment that would change the governance ot the Montana
University System.
Constitutional Amendment 30, which will be on the ballot in November's general election,
would eliminate the positions of regents and the commissioner of higher education, replacing them
with a new state education commission and a director appointed by the governor.
On Friday, March 29. the regents passed a resolution declaring that "the governance structure
proposed in CA 30 is a step backward in University System governance and is not in the best long
run interests of Montana higher education."
"I agree wholeheartedly," Dennison said in endorsing the resolution.
Putting a political appointee at the helm of Montana higher education would reintroduce "the
possibility of transient political and partisan passions into the governance of the Montana University
System, which is the very problem that the 1972 Constitutional Convention worked so hard to
eliminate," the resolution states.
The regents/commissioner system was proposed during the Constitutional Convention "to
insulate higher education governance from the vicissitudes of partisan politics," the resolution states.
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Note: A copy of the regents’ resolution accompanies this release.
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RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Board o f Regents of Higher Education has the responsibility to provide the citizens
of the State of Montana with a quality system of higher education; and
Whereas, the Board of Regents has a duty to the citizens o f this State to inform the citizenry on
matters that, in the collective opinion of the Regents, affect the welfare of Montana higher
education; and
W hereas, the 1972 Constitutional Convention voiced concern over the intrusion of political
concerns on the governance of the Montana University System and over the fact that the then
existing structure of University System governance allowed for such partisan concerns to override
educational priorities and values; and
Whereas, in response to this problem the 1972 Montana Constitutional Convention proposed,
and the Montana voters subsequently approved, a system o f lay governance for the University
System, the purpose of which was to insulate higher education governance from the vicissitudes
of partisan politics; and
Whereas, a proposal designated as CA 30 (Constitutional Amendment 30) will appear on the
general election ballot for a vote of the people in November, 1996; and
Whereas, CA j 0 if adopted would abolish the system ot lay governance o f higher education
established by the 1972 Constitution and replace the present structure with both a new state
Department of Education headed by a political appointee o f the Governor and a new state
Education Commission with undetermined powers, the nature of which would be defined by the
legislature from biennium to biennium; and
Whereas, the novel changes proposed by CA 30 re-introduce the possibility o f transient political
and partisan passions into the governance of the Montana University System, which is the very
problem that the 1972 Constitutional Convention worked so hard to eliminate:
So Therefore, the Board of Regents, for the reasons expressed above, resolves and expresses its
collective opinion that the governance structure proposed in CA 30 is a step backward in
University System governance and is not in the best long run interests of Montana higher
education.
Adopted by the Board of Regents ot Higher Education meeting in regular session at Dillon,
Montana on March 29, 1996.

